For almost 1 millennium the Islamic world was the most advanced and civilized place on the face of the world 1 . The main reason for this was the emphasis Islam places on the importance of and respect for knowledge, including the insatiable desire to gain knowledge from various sources. Muslim scholars translated the entire essential Greek, Syriac, Pahlavi, and Sanskrit medical and other writings into Arabic. The Muslims not only translated the works of previous civilizations, they generated new scientific knowledge by conducting research in various fields especially medicine 2 . The impact of Islamic civilisation on Western science, technology, and medicine between the years 800 and 1450 cannot be ignored. Despite earlier denial, the pioneering works of Muslim scientist are now being acknowledged even by Western scientist writing in mainstream journals 3 . Indeed, the Western world as we know it now might look very different without the legacy of Muslim scholars.
Unfortunately the great Islamic civilisation constructed by the Arabs went into decline 4 . The flow of technology, research and development from the Islamic world to the West gradually slowed down and ultimately completely reversed in the past 600 years 5 . Various reasons have been put forward to explain this dramatic decline and reversal of fortune 6 . These includes the political instability which engulfed the Muslim world, the subsequent compartmentalization of knowledge, natural disasters afflicting the Muslim world, attacks from external enemies and the rise of colonial Europe as a world power. Probably the deadly blow came from disunity among Muslims themselves.
Status of contemporary Muslim contribution in medical research
While it is inevitable that Muslims have the sense of pride with the contributions of their forefathers, they have to face the bitter truth; they currently lack behind the rest of the world with regards scientific advancement. The colonization of the Muslim world, which preceded the fragmentation and eventual demise of the Ottoman Caliphate, was the culmination of centuries of decline. During the era of colonization, Muslims were made to look and feel inferior viz a viz the superiority of the Western colonizers. It was also to the interest of the colonizers to sustain this inferiority complex within the psyche of their colonial subjects. Whatever potential which emerged from the Muslim colony were quickly capitalized, and brought into the Western fold. A case in point is an aspiring Indian Muslim surgeon Sheikh Din Muhammad who migrated to Ireland married an Irish lady and converted to Christianity changing his name to Sake Dean Mahomed 7 . Although he did not contribute to any major contributions to medicine, his grandson, Frederick Akbar Mahomed made major contributions. As a young doctor at the end of the 19 th Century, he invented an instrument which was 100 years ahead of his time. The instrument called a sphygmogram can accurately trace the radial pulse waveform and base on the waveform be used to diagnosed disease of the arterial system. His work has recently been revived with great interest to the modern medical scientific community 8 .
In Muslims lagging behind 13 . As an ummah we have to answer the questions being asked of our conviction and rise up to the challenge of reliving our glorious distinguished past. We should not just lay on our laurels and singing the same old mantra about how great we were in the past. We have to face the stark reality that we are way behind in contemporary setting. We should also stop blaming everything on Western conspiracy theories. Adopting an attitude of 'Western phobia' and 'Western bashing' does not help either. We must strategise to bring back the glorious past.
Strategies to revive Muslim's contribution to medical research
What is required in the Muslim world is no less than a major transformation in order for us to return to our glorious past. It is important to begin with the end in mind and think long term. Clear end points or outcomes must be identified and this outcome extrapolated in the reverse direction to present day situation. This will provide an opportunity to recognize immediate requirements in the present system to reach the identified end point. Major barriers and hurdles must also be anticipated and strategies to circumvent them thought of. Any major transformation must be done in an integrated and collective approach. Muslim nations should work together towards this noble goal. This obviously is a tall order based on our track record in tackling common issues in the recent past. However the Muslim scientist community should not be disheartened and take this as a collective challenge. Indeed Muslim scientist and researchers can play a major role in regaining the credibility of the ummah by producing quality research which is universally acknowledged. By so doing the 'izzah (dignity) of the ummah can be partially restored, inshaAllah. 
